
 

Like many people, my favorite parable is the story of the 
“Prodigal Son”, of if you prefer the Jewish Roots of the sto-
ry, “The Story of the Two Lost Sons”.  Not only is this one of 
the most dramatic of parables that Jesus told, it also may 
have the most surprising of conclusions – we come to find 
in the end that both sons are really lost.   
 

Of course, those of us who have preached these parables 
love them because they wonderfully speak to those that 
express legalism intertwined with their faith and those that 
express license intertwined with their faith.  They also are a 
reminder that all of us have the capacity to find ourselves 
“lost” and outside of the father’s heart.  As Tertullian once 
remarked, “Just as Christ was crucified between two 
thieves, so this doctrine of justification is ever crucified be-
tween two opposite errors.”  Yet, because of how poignant 
this story is to the contemporary moment that we live with-
in, there is often a part of the story that we rarely get to. 
 

One of the often over looked aspects of what Jesus is driv-
ing home through this parable is the fact that while we most 
easily are like one of the two brothers, our goal is really to 
live like the Father.  In many ways, the Father in this story is 
“between the poles.”  He is neither a conservative or a pro-
gressive.  He neither for legalism or license.  He is equally 
pained by those who run away from his heart from a dis-
tance and those who run away and stay near.  The Father is 
in pain from both and absorbs such pain from both direc-
tions.  Instead of living by legalism or license, he lives by the 
rule of both love, life, and legacy.  The Father’s love is al-
ways available, yet he knows that for life to be well lived 
certain boundaries are necessary, especially as we remem-
ber that we ultimately want to pass on a legacy to those 
who come after us. 
 

While I certainly recognize that what I am about to say next 
could be received as myopic and lacking perspective, I be-
lieve the Father’s posture is the space that our Ecclesia 
Churches are trying to locate themselves in the days we live.  
Our witness in most cities is, in truth, peculiar.  We are nei-

ther conservative or progressive.  We discourage both li-
cense and legalism.  We attempt to live by love, recognizing 
that love often means limits both personally and corporate-
ly that are set within the pages of scripture.   
 

This is not a mere theological posture, but one I see play out 
most weeks in many Ecclesia Churches.  I know firsthand 
the diametric response of most churches and clergy during 
the fateful events in Charlottesville this past summer.  Many 
conservative churches were absent.  Many progressive 
churches were combatant.  Yet, both postures manifested 
themselves without love or life.  As one clergy person re-
marked to me, I saw the worst of humanity during those 
days, and it was dark and evil.  I also saw the response of 
humanity to the worst of humanity, without Jesus, and it 
wasn’t very different.  
 

We could take this same posture to many cities and issues 
around the country and find a general re-telling of the same 
narrative when it comes to human sexuality, political affilia-
tion, views on immigration, racial reconciliation, etc.  In 
truth, it is a hard time to find ourselves “in between”.  Yet, 
this appears to be the place of painful sacrifice where the 
Father, the Son, and the Spirit live.  It is a peculiar witness, 
but as essential one for our time.  Some data I’ve seen sug-
gests that this “posture” is actually where the church is 
growing and where people are genuinely coming into the 
life of the kingdom.  I observe that reality throughout Eccle-
sia and it’s one of the reasons that I find great joy in our 
common life and work together.   
 

So, as we look toward 2018 and 
beyond, I don’t expect it will 
become any easier to occupy 
the “in between” space.  Yet, 
the Love of the Father and the 
Life of the Son and the Libera-
tion of the Spirit will meet you 
in that place, because they are 
there too. 
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Ecclesia is a relational network that seeks to  
partner with, equip, and multiply missional churches. 

partner with // 

2017 was a year of tremendous growth in terms of new congregations in Ecclesia Network.  At our 2017 National     
Gathering we welcomed The Neighborhood Church in Dallas, TX; Proximity Church outside Philadelphia, PA; Heartway 
Church in Ft. Lauderdale, FL; and The Commons in San Diego, CA.  We have also been involved in helping to plant The 
Crowded House in Orlando, FL and working with several of our churches on future new congregations.   
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equip // 

This last year we were able to provide equipping for our 
churches and pastors in a variety of unique and engaging 
ways.  Between our National Gathering (held this year in 
conjunction with Missio Alliance) and numerous regional 
events, we were able to offer face-to-face connection, 
learning and formation opportunities to Ecclesia members. 
 

This last year we broadened our Online Learning Hangout 
opportunities - not only were we able to hear from Mandy 
Smith on vulnerability in ministry, AJ Swoboda on Sabbath-
keeping, and David Fitch on faithful presence, for the first 
time we went beyond ministry leaders and invited         
Meredith Dancause to speak to all interested Ecclesia 
church members in a parenting webinar.  In 2017, we also 

continued to grow our Leaders Circles, connecting pastors 
from all over the network with one another to share their 
lives, discuss ministry issues, and learn from one another. 
 

Our Equippers have been busy this last year building into 
our Ecclesia members churches- Cyd Holsclaw traveled to 
Texas to facilitate a marriage retreat for the people of The 
Neighborhood Church and Bob Hyatt led a focus on Spiritu-
al Formation in Ft. Lauderdale Florida for Heartway Church 
and in the Philly area for leaders from Renew, Redemption 
and Next Gen Church. J.R. Briggs was busy travelling to  
numerous churches including Evergreen in Portland OR 
and University Christian in Cincinnati, as well as a number 
of churches in the process of joining our network. 

If you are interested in having an Ecclesia Equipper come to your community to build into your leaders or people,  

please reach out to Bob at bob.hyatt@ecclesianet.org.  

We’d love to come and talk about spiritual formation, leadership, discipleship or anything else you feel would helpful!  
 

Or, if you are interested in individual coaching, please contact J.R. at jrbriggs@ecclesianet.org. 

In mid-November, we held our annual church planting 
training - GENESIS.  After 5 days, 17 sessions (including 
planting missional churches, administrative & legal issues, 
developing a philosophy of worship, fundraising and more), 
and 15 participants - this is what those in attendance had 
to say. 
 

“Genesis has relighted a fire in me to church plant.” 
 

“I came in not knowing what to expect, a little nervous and 
overwhelmed.  But, left feeling extremely equipped and a 
lot more knowledgeable and encouraged.” 
 

“Informative, empowering, uplifting, and amazing. So 
thankful I came.” 
 

“This week provided an overall “Church 101”, including 
phenomenal speakers and a very holistic approach to how 
anyone in ministry should approach things.” 
 

“It was an incredibly rich experience filled with infor-
mation, worship, and meaningful one-on-one conversa-
tions.” 
 

“Genesis was incredibly encouraging.  I feel more equipped 
about how our team is going to make this idea of a church 
plant into a reality and more excited about this mission 
that God has given to us!” 
 

“There was a great balance between strategic discussion 
and tending to our hearts.  The opportunity to connect 
with church planters from around the country was exciting 
and edifying.” 
 

“This week was incredible!  The principles of missional 
church planting taught was a great blend of head, heart, 
and hands.  This was an ideal space to discern, discuss, and 
work on my church planting plan.  The community feel of 
the week was encouraging and supportive.  Lots of prayer, 
laughter, and learning took place.  I’m sad for it to end!” 

multiply // 



Stay connected with Ecclesia throughout the year by … 
Following us on Twitter @ecclesianet 

Joining our ‘Member’s Only’ Facebook Group at facebook.com/ecclesiamembersite 
The Ecclesia Network - PO BOX D - Grantham, PA 17027 

Ecclesia In Numbers 

2017 INCOME // 2017 EXPENSES // 
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IMPORTANT DATES in 2018 
 

April 1st - May 20th 

Pentecost Offering 
Our Annual Offering for Church Planting & 

Pioneering Mission 
 

May 16th @ 2pm (EST) 

Online Hangout 
Why Christians Do Not Give: Developing  
a Theology & Practice for Stewardship 

 

Coming Fall 2018 

Church Planters Training 
Genesis: A Theological & Practical  

Trajectory for Missional Church Planting 
 

Coming Fall 2018 

Ecclesia Learning Cohort w/ Deb Hirsch 
Navigating Welcome & Faithfulness 
in an Age of Alternative Sexualities 

ecclesianet.org/eng18/ 
Perhaps no question has become more central to the identity and future  

of North American Christianity than this – What is the Gospel?   
Join special guests Bruxy Cavey and Lisa Fields, along with many Ecclesia voices, for  

a deep dive into both grasping and giving the gospel of the kingdom. 


